Defending history and democracy in the city of Thessaloniki
The extermination of the Jewish community of Thessaloniki is a tragic event in the history of the city. It was yet another example of the Nazism brutality that led to the death of the vast majority of the 60,000 of the deported. 

As Members of the European Parliament and directly elected representatives of European citizens, we defend historical memory against any attempt of historical revisionism aiming to distort historical events and lead to oblivion. 

The 2018 decision of the Municipal Council of Thessaloniki to rename a street that, following a decision of the municipal administration appointed by the Greek junta, bore the name of Athanasios Chrysochoou, the Guardsman and Commander-in-Chief of the region during the Nazi Occupation, is a symbolic example against Nazism. 
Moreover, the fact that the decision was to rename the street after Albert Nar, son of Holocaust survivors, writer, researcher and former director of the Center for Historical Jewish Studies of Thessaloniki, is yet another symbolic move to recognize the city's history and scorn anti-Semitism.
Disregarding historical truth, the descendants of Athanasios Chrysochoou have launched provocative legal proceedings against the former city counselors of Thessaloniki and political prisoners of the Greek Junta, Triantafyllos Mitafidis, Alexandros Grimbas and Spyridon Saketas, who took the lead in renaming the street, and have defiantly brought an action for compensation against them.  
Defending the city’s history while expressing the will of the people of Thessaloniki, the new administration of the City of Thessaloniki has adopted a resolution calling for the withdrawal of the lawsuit against the former city councilors. 
Against practices and phenomena of historical revisionism, we, the undersigned Members of the European Parliament:
Denounce any blatant attempt to re-write history;
Express our full solidarity with the former city counselors and fighters of democracy against the Greek junta;
Call for the lawsuit to be dropped immediately. 
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