
Mrs Ursula von der Leyen 
President of the European Commission 
 

 
Brussels, 15 November 2021 

 
Dear President von der Leyen, 
  
One of the core tasks of the European Parliament is to exercise parliamentary oversight. Written 
parliamentary questions (WPQs) to the European Commission are an essential tool allowing Members 
of European Parliament to scrutinise the work of the European Commission. The Commission itself 
has recognised the importance of the tool in its working methods: "Responding in time and in an 
appropriate manner to Parliamentary Questions is part of the inter-institutional obligations of all 
Members of the Commission."1 
 
However, in practice, the replies by the Commission do not meet that standard. The quality of the 
replies to written parliamentary questions is too often substandard. Answers are evasive or 
incomplete, void of substance, not responding to every (sub-)question, and deliberately vague and 
general. Frequently, the deadlines for responding are not met. Often MEPs have to resort to follow up 
questions or letters, making the process very cumbersome for both MEPs and the Commission 
services. 
 
This practice is not in line with the principle of mutual sincere cooperation between the institutions, 
nor with Article 17(8) TEU stipulating that the European Commission is accountable to the European 
Parliament. Moreover, it severely hampers democratic scrutiny by the elected representatives.  
  
We therefore call on you to ensure that written questions by Members of European Parliament receive 
high quality and timely replies. Parliament itself has gone through the exercise of limiting the number 
of WPQs and improving their quality and relevance. In the spirit of loyal cooperation between the 
institutions, the Commission should step up its efforts to improve the quality of the replies. 
 
High quality written questions and answers will not only allow for better parliamentary scrutiny, but 
also respond to citizens' expectations of the EU institutions as transparent bodies who value the 
general interest of EU citizens. 
 
We are looking forward to hearing from you. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Sophie in ‘t Veld 
 
Alex Agius Saliba 
Mazaly Aguilar 
Clara Aguilera 
Atidzhe Alieva-Veli 
Abir Al-Sahlani 
Christine Anderson 
Rasmus Andresen 
Konstantinos Arvanitis 

                                                 
1 Working Methods of the European Commission 2014-2019 issued by President Juncker on 12 November, 
C(2014) 9004 
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