
 
 
To the Members of the Committee  
on the Election of Judges to the  
European Court of Human Rights 
 

Brussels, 8 March 2021 
 
 

Dear honourable members of the Committee on the Election of Judges to the European 
Court of Human Rights, 
 
According to reliable sources, the Polish government has decided to propose Aleksander 
Stępkowski, co-founder and former president of Ordo Iuris, as a judge candidate to the 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR). Ordo Iuris is a conservative association of lawyers, 
known for its close ties to the ruling PiS party, its battle against what they refer to as 
“gender ideology” and for advocating extreme penalties for abortion, including 
imprisonment for women terminating pregnancy.  
 
As members of the European Parliament working on issues related to the Rule of Law and 
women’s rights, we would like to express our deepest concern regarding Mr Stępkowski’s 
candidature. There can be no doubt that Ordo Iuris has been working for years in Poland to 
dismantle democracy and human rights, especially women's and LGBTI persons’ rights, as 
part of their ultraconservative political agenda. 
 
We believe that out of the many competent candidates in Poland, the Polish government 
has deliberately chosen to nominate someone who will not advance Human Rights or the 
Rule of Law, but who will advance their retrograde political visions. 
 
We call on the members of the Committee on the Election of Judges to reject this candidacy 
to the ECHR, which goes against the very principles of this honourable institution. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Sylvie GUILLAUME 
Malin BJÖRK  
Nathalie LOISEAU 
Irene TOLLERET 
Guy VERHOFSTADT 
Gwendoline DELBOS CORFIELD 
Elzbieta ŁUKACIJEWSKA  
Nikolaj VILLUMSEN  
Pina PICIERNO 
Petra KAMMEREVERT 
Marc TARABELLA  



 
 

Eric ANDRIEU 
Jakop G. DALUNDE 
Anja HAZEKAMP  
Ramona-Victoria STRUGARIU  
Frédérique RIES 
Robert BIEDRON  
Cyrus ENGERER 
Hilde VAUTMANS 
Katarina BARLEY 
Anne Sophie PELLETIER 
Alessandra MORETTI  
Dimitrios PAPADIMOULIS  

Rosa D'AMATO  

Eva KAILI 

Sven MIKSER 

Maria ARENA 

Róża Maria Gräfin von THUN UND HOHENSTEIN 

Evelyn REGNER 

Miguel URBAN CRESPO  

Eugenia RODRÍGUEZ PALOP  

Marek BALT 

Birgit SIPPEL 

Liesje SCHREINEMACHER   

Cornelia ERNST  
Radka MAXOVÁ 
Mounir SATOURI 
Manuel BOMPARD 
Dietmar KOSTER 
Heidi HAUTALA 
Özlem Alev DEMIREL 
Tanja FAJON 
Magdalena ADAMOWICZ 
Nora MEBAREK 
Raphaël GLUCKSMANN 
Radosław SIKORSKI 
Karin KARLSBRO 
Tinneke STRIK 
Evelyn GEBHARDT 
François ALFONSI 
Danuta HUEBNER 
Leila CHAIBI 
Ilana CICUREL 
Katrin MELCHIOR 



 
 

Pernando BARRENA 
Pedrag Fred MATIC 
Sirpa PIETIKÄINEN 
Marc ANGEL 
Maria NOICHL 
Evin INCIR 
 
Members of the European Parliament 


