Hon. Mr President of the European Parliament,
Dear David Sassoli,

Since March, when the outbreak of COVID-19 intensified in Europe, the functioning of the
European Parliament (EP) has changed dramatically, due to the sanitary measures applied.
We understand the inevitability of the contingency plan, taking into account the need to
prevent infection and the spread of the virus and to protect the health and lives of people.
Six months later, the functioning of the EP is gradually returning to normal. However, there
are services whose unavailability seriously impairs parliamentary work, namely the
interpretation service.

The European Union (EU) has 24 official languages and all deserve the same respect and
treatment. We recognize that the number of languages available in committee meeting
rooms has been increasing, but even so, more than half of the languages still have no
interpretation. Multilingualism is a right enshrined in the Treaties that allows Members to
express themselves in their own language. Now, that is not happening and we are concerned
that the situation will continue, even taking into account the expected workflow in the
commissions after these atypical six months.

In this sense, we appeal, once again, to you, the President of the EP for the application of the
letter and the spirit of the principle of multilingualism, finding solutions that respect this
principle and that allow the use of any of the 24 official languages of the EU. The expression
of each deputy in her/his own language is a priority so that there can be conditions to fully
exercise the mandate for which she/he was elected and a condition of respect for the citizens
who elected her/him.

Sincerely,

Jodo FERREIRA
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